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File Managers


Before you start the exercising, read carefully whole instruction.


During the lessons students should experience with various file managers based on Wndows platform. The exercises will concern native Windows GUI, Windows Explorator, Norton Commander for DOS and Total Commander. At the end of this chapter each student should pass the File Managers section by the report with results and conclusions of the proposed material.


Exercising the material you should be aware on special Windows commands and shortcuts. The report should contain descriptions of differences between particular file managers and exploiting by them native Windows commands and shortcuts.

As a commands and shortcuts we mean:

· Copy,

· Delete,

· Cut,

· Paste,

· Move,

· Create ZIP archive,

· Unpacking from ZIP archive.

Above commands can be invoked through the keyboards shortcuts and right mouse submenu.

Exercises

As basic train material, students should use exercises available on the website in sections Windows/Exercises; http://www.kis.p.lodz.pl/~lidia_js/CSc/.  For facilitate there are full content of web’s exercises.

Exercise 1

1. Open three programs: Notepad, Paint and Calculator to work in the same time. Practice the making of typical activities associated with the Windows system controling: 

· switching the active program (using the keyboard and the mouse), 

· minimizing, maximizing the active window, 

· changing window size, 

· closing program (using menu, window closing button and the keyboard). 

2. Use the Notepad program to create a file that contain your: 

· firstname and lastname, 

· index number, 

· birth date, 

and save the file in the WORK directory named "mydata.txt". 

3. Close down the Notepad and open the created file using menu "Documents". Open the second Notepad and copy contains of the file to the new document (using context menu, program menu and the keyboard shortcuts). 

4. Compute and save in the file "computes.txt" the result of this calculation (2.343+1.8554/4.5567)*7.9923= ... , using Calculator, Notepad. 

Exercise 2

1. Create this structure of directories in the WORK directory:

	MY DIRECTORY
	DATA
	PICTURES

	 
	 
	SOUNDS

	 
	 
	TEXTS

	 
	PROGRAMS
	 

	 
	TEMPORARY
	 


2. Move the file "mydata.txt" from the WORK directory to the TEXTS directory renaming it to "persondata.txt" 

3. Find any three files with the TXT extention and copy them to the TEMPORARY directory 

4. Find any two files with the BMP extention that have "a" letter in the name and copy them to the PICTURES directory 

5. Move the files from the TEMPORARY directory to the TEXTS directory 

6. Find two files that end the "a" letter in the name (any extention) and copy them to the TEMPORARY directory 

7. Enable "read only" attribute for the TEXTS directory 

8. Enable "hidden" and "archive" attributes and disable "read only" attribute for the files in the PICTURES directory 

9. Create a directory labeled COPY in the C:\WORK directory and copy the contents of the MY DIRECTORY directory to created directory 

10. Change the name of the COPY directory to BACKUP and enable "archive" and "read only" attributes 

11. Share the MY DIRECTORY directory in the LAN with "read only" access rights 

12. Mount the PUBLIC directory from the ZLY computer as X: disc 

13. Disable the MY DIRECTORY sharing 

14. Unmount X: disc 

15. Delete all directories with the contents created by you 

· To install Norton Commander, please unpack NC.zip archive from (www.kis.p.lodz.pl/~kamil and your appropriate lab account) on local drive (e.g. C:\WORK). Run the program by doublecliking on NC.EXE

· To install Total Commander, please use totalcmd_xp.exe file from (www.kis.p.lodz.pl/~kamil and your appropriate lab account). During installation use default options and English program language. Run the program by shortcut entitled TC Professional form Start button…

· To use extended options applied in Total Commander run it with following commands: "YourDriveLetter:\YourLocalPath\Total Commander XP\TOTALCMD.EXE" /I=".\Profiles\Prof\main.ini" /F=".\Profiles\Prof\ftp.ini"

Above listed exercises should be accomplished with following tasks:

1. Train Exercise 1 and 2 using a native Windows GUI, use mouse to solve the exercise’s problems, also use additional special commands and shortcuts. Check which methods give better performance in file management.

2. Do the same operations as in point 1 but as a GUI use Windows Explorer.

3. See point 1 and as a GUI use Norton Commander for DOS. Try to use mouse and additional native NC keyboard commands.

4. See point 1 and as a GUI use Total Commander XP. Try to use mouse and additional native TC keyboard commands.

5. Catch differences between native Windows GUI and Windows Explorer which have you discovered during solve the exercises. Create its full description in report.

6. Catch differences between Norton Commander and Total Commander which have you discovered during solve the exercises. Create its full description in report.

7. Compare the functionality discovered in point 5 vs. functionality discovered in point 6. Describe all differences and your conclusions in report.

8. Compare functionality concerns network usefulness between NC and TC. Examine functions available for Internet and LAN management. Put your conclusions and solutions in report.

9. Compare functionality concerns archiving files and archive properties between NC and TC. Examine functions of creating and changing archive (ZIP as native) contents available for Internet and LAN management. Put your conclusions and solutions in report.

10. Create corresponding chapter in the report of examining the following TC commands:

· from pull/down menu FILES; Split File, Combine File, Encode File, Decode File, Create CRC Checksums, Verify CRC Checksums,

· form pull/down menu COMMANDS; Synchronize Dirs

· form pull/down menu NET; FTP Connect

11. Run TC with extended functionality (run TC.EXE with additional commandline parameters – presented before the tasks list), examine TC extensions accessed through a plug-ins manager. Call the manager by pressing on Network Neighborhood button above filelist window. Examine each item (module/plug-in) listed in filelist window. Put all your descriptions of items and conclusions about their functionality to the new report’s chapter.

Attention, report should contain some additional screenshots of your exercising. Please choose only these screenshots which present essential steps of your job. 

